[The myoglobin level in skeletal muscles of the hibernating Iakutiia ground squirrel Citellus undulatus].
Many characteristics of the ground squirrel metmyoglobin (Mb) were found to be similar to those of the pig and different from the whale ones. The Mb content in winter time was 2.5-3.0-fold higher in hibernating and arousing ground squirrels than in alert ones. This seems to be connected with the high demand of oxygen in the muscles at the first stage of arousal.